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Capsule synopsis

Forget anything that comes to mind when you thiihi& puppet : -.j
show. The documentary fild Puppet Interventiobrings to the ‘
screen radical puppetry as alternative communggtér - all with a \ s
killer soundtracklt takes you behind the curtain of a production FOI/"( N ‘l’l/\e ROQCI FIIVMS
Paperhand Puppet Intervention, one of the mostatie and
original theatrical troupes in North Caradin !
"HEHHE % &
Synopsis

From chaos comes art, and from art, a community.

For thousands of people in the community of Chéfiél NC, a picnic and a puppet show under thesstar
Is an annual August tradition. That's right. A pepphow. Not the Captain Kangaroo variety, butecsp
tacular production featuring giant, other-worldhgatures, original music performed by a live baard
stories that seem simultaneously ancient and modath performed in a primitive amphitheater madle
stone. Paperhand Puppet Intervention not only sétiries with recycled cardboard, found fabric and
donated paint, but weaves together a grassrootmaoity of art, music and environmental activism.

“I've lived in a lot of different places and it'said to find something that connects you to the camity
the way something like this does,” says an audiemeber in the film after a performance. “I can’'t
imagine this existing in a whole lot of placess st very special.”

Background:

This film documents the tumultuous creation of 2007 production of “A Shoe for Your Foot.” As pup-
peteers and musicians fish in a swirling tidal pafddeas, everyone must persevere through extrerag
exhaustion and creative differences. Indecisiongnical illnesses threaten to de-rail the showil&V
juggling day jobs, the puppeteers rehearse in anddned cotton mill with no air conditioning whitee
band practices at night in an empty school roomamile, volunteers help build puppets, paint sets
collect cash donations. For the show to go orll fias to happen in a matter of weeks.

PHPI is the creation of Donovan Zimmerman and Jamg&, two artists in their 30’s who, since 1998,
make a modest living by creating environmental gaghows for children, cajoling pedestrians into
parades and staging an annual performance on thgusaof the University of North Carolina. Their \or
also shows up at peace rallies and street protests.

Whether a shadow puppet a few inches high or aimeadsagon 30 feet tall, a PHPI performance is in-
spired by a deep love of nature and the storytsltiive to find meaning in everyday life.

A Puppet Interventiofeatures original music by The Paperhand Bandlemted and eclectic group of
musicians who can shift from roots rock to polkaviarld beat rhythms — all within a single show.eTh
Southern Documentary Fund is the fiscal sponsothi@film.

Filmmaker biography follows on next page



About the filmmaker:

Mark Barroso shot, wrote and editddPuppet Interventiorhis first documentary
feature film Based in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Barroso 85ayear veteran of
television news. Most of his work has been segmientsational television news
shows, including’he Today Show, Dan Rather Repoatsd all of the nightly news
broadcasts. As a producer for an investigative fonia local affiliate in Tampa, Flor-
ida, he won numerous awards from the AP, UPI, afN[BA, as well as three state
Emmy Awards.

As a soundman, his work included five days withRudling Stones for

60 Minutes, and an undercover investigation in Honduras,aspectacular death
scene in a fake hunting accident (ala Dick Chefmy)he Daily ShowHe is the re-
cipient of the 2008 Linda Ironside Award for Filmkmag. His production company is

called Fork in the Road Films and can be foundhenaeb at forkintheroadfilms.com.Film Director Mark Barroso

Director’s statement:

“I have been living in the Chapel Hill area for ygeand these massive puppets seemed to appearatestival
and parade | went to. Then, | discovered an arsh@k they put on in the summer in this outdoor athphter that
had been virtually abandoned.

“One day my neighbor, who plays in the band, suggkekdo a documentary on the making of a showdn’thesi-
tate, knowing that the film would have everythingngsic, exotic visuals, colorful characters, angnimportantly
— a natural ending.

“The community, or tribe as they like to say, diddisappoint. If the line wasn't already taken bg film Moulin
Rouge I'd say it was a Spectacular Spectatular.”

DOWNLOADABLE PHOTOS AT apuppetintervention.com



